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WATERS OF THE U.S. 

 BASED ON THE RAPANOS GUIDANCE OF JUNE 5, 2007* 
 
 

 

TNW 
Tidal estuary 

TNW river 

RPW tributary 

Non-RPW 
tributary 

Jurisdictional waters 

       TNW = traditional navigable waters 
 
        Adjacent wetlands to TNW 
 
                   RPW = non-navigable tributary w/ relatively permanent flow (≥ 3 months) 
 
                   Adjacent wetlands abutting (continuous connection) a TNW or RPW 

Significant Nexus required 

       Non-RPW = Non-navigable tributary w/ seasonal flow ≤ 3 months 
 
                 Adjacent wetlands not abutting (no continuous connection) a RPW 
            
  Adjacent wetlands not abutting a non-RPW 
 
  Adjacent wetlands abutting a non-RPW 

Swale, upland 
ditch, small wash 

Generally not jurisdictional waters 

  Swales, small washes, ditches excavated in uplands characterized by 
low volume and infrequent flow. 

*EPA and Department of the Army, Clean Water Act Jurisdiction Following the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
Decision in Rapanos v. United States & Carabell v. United States, memorandum dated June 5, 2007, 12 pp. 


